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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: JANATA AND OTHER PARTIES ISSUE THEIR ELECTION MANIFESTOS 

REF: NEW DELHI 1902 

SUMMARY: FOLLOWING THE ISSUANCE OF THE CONGRESS PARTY’S MANIFESTO 
ON FEB 8 (REFTEL), OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES HAVE COME OUT WITH THEIR 
OWN ELECTORAL PLATFORMS. FOR THE MOST PART, THESE DOCUMENTS 
EXHIBIT A CERTAIN SAMENESS AND IDENTITY OF THEMES WHICH ARE 
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ALSO FOUND IN THE RULING PARTY'S MANIFESTO: DEMOCRACY AND 
UPLIFTING THE POOR ARE GOALS WHICH ARE PROCLAIMED BY PARTIES 
THROUGHOUT THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE JANATA PARTY'S MANIFESTO, RELEASED FEB 10 BY CHARAN 
SINGH, IS A LENGTHY (10,000 WORD) AND HIGHLY DETAILED DOCUMENT 
WHICH BITTERLY CRITICIZES THE GOVT FOR ITS "REIGN OF TERROR ", 
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PLEDGES TO REPEAL ALL THE EVIL ACTS AND LEGISLATION OF THE 
EMERGENCY, MAKES A SERIES OF DETAILED PROMISES TO VARIOUS SECTIONS 
OF THE POPULATION, AND GENERALLY CALLS FOR A RETURN TO GANDHIAN 
PRINCIPLES AND A RF.TNVTGOR ATTON OF RURAL LIFE IN ORDER TO USHER 
IN A NEW ERA OF GANDHIAN SOCIALISM. REPEATING THE PARTY'S 
STOCK THEME THAT THE ELECTION IS A CHOICE BETWEEN DEMOCRACY AND 
DICTATORSHIP, THE IANATA MANIFESTO DECLARES THAT THE EMERGENCY'S 
ONLY RESULT HAS BEEN TO CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE OF FEAR AND INSE- 
CURITY AND TO INSTITUTIONALIZE THE ' TOTAL CONCENTRATION OF POWER 
IN THE HANDS OF ONE INDIVIDUAL- THE PRIME MINISTER". THE DOCUMENT 
REFUTES THE GOVT'S CLAIMS ABOUT THE GAINS OF THE EMERGENCY, 

NOTING THAT THE ECONOMY HAS STAGNATED WHILE PRICES HAVE 
RISEN. IT STATES THAT THE JANATA PARTY IS COMMITTED TO BUILDING 
A SOCIALIST STATE IN INDIA AND TO REVIVING DEMOCRACY. TO THIS 
END, THE MANIFESTO CONTAINS A 19-POINT POLITICAL ACTION PROGRAM 
UNDER WHICH THE PARTY PROMISES TO INTER ALIA: LIFT THE EMERGENCY, 
RESTORE FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, REPEAL MISA, RESCIND THE 42ND 
AMENDMENT, RESTORE THE AUTHORITY OF THE JUDICIARY, ABOLISH 
CENSORSHIP AND DELETE PROPERTY FROM THE LIST OF FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS, AFFIRMING INSTEAD THE RIGHT TO WORK. THE PARTY PLEDGES TO 
GIVE PRIMACY TO AGRICULTURE, COTTAG INDUSTRIES, AND RURAL 
RECONSTRUCTION, "WHICH MUST CONSTITUTE THE BASE OF OUR DEVELOPMENT 
AND PLANNING ", AND TO ENSURE THE DECENTRALIZATION OF ECONOMIC 
AND POLITICAL POWER. DEDICATED AS IT IS TO THE IDEALS OF MAHATMA 
GANDHI, THE PARTY WILL ENACT PROGRAMS TO REDISTRIBUTE INCOMES AND 
WEALTH IN ORDER TO BUILD A "JUST SOCIETY IN WHICH AUSTERITY AND 
SHARING WILL REPLACE POMP, OSTENTATIOUS CONSUMPTION AND WASTE". 

WHILE CONCEDING THAT THERE IS ROOM FOR HEAVY INDUSTRY IN THE ECONOMY. 
THE MANIFESTO STATES THAT EMPHASIS SHOULD BE PLACED ON SMALL- 
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SCALE INDUSTRY AND ON THE APPLICATION OF "APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY". 

2. THE CPI MANIFESTO, ISSUED FEB 9, ASCRIBES TO THE PARTY 

THE ROLE OF CHIEF DEFENDER OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL 
AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. WHILE IT RECOGNIZES THE INITIAL NEED FOR 
DECLARING THE EMERGENCY AND RENEWS THE CALL FOR IMMEDIATE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 20 PROGRAM. THE CPI DOCUMENT GOES TO GREAT 
LENGTHS TO CASTIGATE THE ABUSES OF EMERGENCY POWERS BY RIGHT 
REACTIONARY FORCES WITHIN THE RULING PARTY, INCLUDING THE BUILD- 
UP OF A "PERSONALITY WITH NO OFFICIAL STATUS". (I.E; SANJAY GANDHI) 

AND THE GOVT S FAILURE TO PROTECT THE MASSES FROM EXPLOITATION 
BY VESTED INTERESTS. THE CPI S ECONOMIC PROGRAM IS ESSENTIALLY 
A REHASH OF ITS FIVE-POINT PROGRAM AGAINST THE INCREASE IN 
PRICES. 

3. THE SIKH BASED AKALI DAL PARTY ALSO RELEASED A BRIEF MANI 
FESTO ON FEB 9. THE DOCUMENT AFFIRMS THE USUAL COMMITMENT TO 
SOCIALISM, SECULARISM AND DEMOCRACY, CALLS FOR THE RESTORATION OF 
CIVIL LIBERTIES AND- PREDICTABLY FOR A PARTYOF THIS TYPE-DEMANDS 
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FULL PROTECTION OF MINORITY RIGHTS AND THE GRANTING OF GREATER 
AUTONOMY TO THE STATES BY ENHANCIG THE "FEDERAL CHARACTER" OF 
THE CONSTITUTION. 

4. THE CPM'S MANIFESTO, ISSUED JAN 31, OFFERED NO SURPRISES 

AND CONTAINED THE STANDARD DEMANDS FOR LIFTING THE EMERGENCY, 
RELEASING ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, AND ENDING CENSORSHIP. ITS 
ECONOMIC PROGRAM FOLLOWED A PREDICTABLY "RADICAL" LINE: RURAL 
REFORMS, TAKEOVER OF FOREIGN BUSINESS CONCERNS, BAN ON ALL 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT, AND NATIONALIZATION OF MAJOR INDUSTRIES AND 
BUSINESS HOUSES. 

5. FOREIGN POLICY ASPECTS OF MANIFESTOS ARE REPORTED SEPTEL. 
SCHNEIDER 
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